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IN  GERMANY  TODAY 


Students  of  current  history  are  generally  agreed  that  Germany  presents 
one  of  the  biggest  obstacles  in  the  road  to  world  peace  .  Until  the  German  pro 
blem  has  been  solved  the  threat  of  a  third  world  war  hangs  over  us.  It  is  there 
fore  the  first  duty  of  every  good  citizen  the  world  over  to  consider  the  ways  and 
means  of  preventing  the  terrible  crime  of  another  world  war  .  To  do  this  we  must 
acquaint  ourselves  with  Germany's  problems  and  the  steps  now  being  taken  to  find 
solutions  to  these  problems.  The  following  survey  of  events  in  Germany,  chiefly 
of  a  political  nature,  from  194-5  to  the  end  of  194-9  will  furnish  in  broad  outline 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  a  basis  for  discussion  . 

The  Boundaries  of  Germany  1871  -  194-9 

Look  first  at  the  two  maps  showing  the  changing  shape  of  Germany   Bismarck 
fought  three  wars  to  unite  Germany  and  establish  the  boundary  of  1871 .  This  strong 
and  united  Germany  was  led  into  World  War  I  by  the  aggressive  Kaiser  William  II  in 
1914--  Defeat  left  a  Germany  reduced  in  size  by  the  Peace  of  Versailles  in  1919 
Alsace-Lorraine  was  restored  to  France,  and  Poland,  having  regained  her  independ 
ence,  was  given  a  corridor  to  the  Baltic  Sea. 

The  Rise  to  power  of  Hitler  brought  sudden  and  disturbing  frontier  moves 
for  Germany.   Austria  was  annexed  in  1938,  The  next  year  Czechoslovakia  was  ab 
sorbed  by  Hitler's  Reich  (Empire)  .   It  was  the  invasion  of  Poland  by  Hitler's 
army  that  precipitated  World  War  II  in  September  1939  .   Again,  in  spite  of  early 
successes  Germany  was  defeated  and  by  the  Potsdam  Declaration  of  194-5  her  country 
was  occupied  and  temporary  boundaries  established  leaving  Germany  greatly  reduced 
in  size. 

The  Potsdam  Declaration 

The  end  of  World  War  II  was  in  sight  when  the  leaders  of  the  three  big 
powers,  United  Kingdom,  United  States  and  Soviet  Russia  met  at  Potsdam,  near 
Berlin,  to  determine  the  ^uture  of  the  Axis  powers  and  their  satellites   The 
agreements  reached  at  this  meeting  were  set  forth  in  a  document  called  the 
Potsdam  Declaration.   The  more  important  provisions  of  this  agreement  are  as 
follows :- 

1  The  establishment  of  a  Council  of  Foreign  Ministers  composed  of  members 
from  U  K-. ,  U.S.,  USSR,  France  and  China,  to  draw  up  peace  treaties  with 
Germany  and  her  satellites. 

2  Germany  to  be  occupied  by  the  four  powers  -  U.K.,  U  S-,  France  and  USSR, 
and  given  an  opportunity  to  prepare  for  the  reconstruction  of  life  on  a 
democratic  basis. 

3  The  destruction  of  Nazism  and  the  demilitarization  of  Germany 
4-     The  trial  of  war  criminals 

5  Reparation  in  the  form  of  goods. 

6  Germany  to  be  treated  as  an  economic  unit , 

7  Germany's  eastern  frontier  established  along  the  Oder  and  the  Neisse  rivers 

8  The  transfer  of  German  population  from  territory  taken  over  by  Poland  to 
Germany 


German/  u*n~~ 

Germany  |<^  ^^ 


Hitler  Reich   H3S< 
Germany  H  A  5      W//////,. 


-  3  - 

The  Occupation  of  Germany 

For  purposes  of  occupation  Germany  was  divided  into  four  zones.  The  eastern 
zone  which  included  Berlin  was  occupied  by  Russia.  The  northwest  zone  which 
included  the  industrial  area  of  the  Ruhr  was  occupied  "by  Britain.  The  southeast 
zone  was  occupied  by  the  United  States.  The  southwest  zone  which  included  the 
Saar  coal  fields  was  occupied  by  France.  .Berlin  was  occupied  jointly  by  the  four 
powers.  The  United  States  was  given  the  port  of  Bremen  in  the  British  zone 
because  the  American  zone  was  entirely  inland.   (See  map  on  page  22,  Classroom 
Bulletin  on  Social  Studies,  #15) .  These  four  zones  were  occupied  by  armed  forces 
and  governed  by  military  regulations.  Each  of  the  occupying  powers  began  to  fulfil 
the  provisions  of  the  Potsdam  Declaration  in  its  own  particular  zone  according  to 
its  own  way  of  thinking.  Although  the  Powers  had  agreed  to  retain  the  economic 
unity  of  Germany  it  soon  became  clear  that  the  Russian  zone  was  separated  from  the 
rest  of  Germany  and  that  the  Soviet  was  determined  to  control  and  exploit  eastern 
Germany  to  suit  its  own  national  interests.  The  three  western  zones  were  eventually 
merged  into  one  for  administrative  purposes. 

Nazism  was  uprooted  with  varying  degrees  of  success  in  the  four  zones.  All 
who  had  taken  an  active  part  in  Nazi  organizations  were  barred  from  public  office. 
Military  and  civil  leaders  held  guilty  of  war  crimes  were  brought  to  trial.  The 
famous  trial  of  the  war  criminals  including  Goering  and  Hess  took  place  at 
Nuremburg.  The  trial  lasted  a  year  and  of  the  twenty  ~tw.o  who  stood  for  trial 
eleven  were  executed,  seven  imprisoned  aid  three  acquitted. 

To  break  up  the  Nazi  war  machine  the  large  war-production  plants  in  Germany 
have  been  dismantled.  Many  of  these  plants  have  been  removed  to  Russia  in  payment 
of  reparations  to  replace  factories  and  equipment  destroyed  by  the  Germans  in  the 
western  part  of  Russia.  ; 

The  German  People  in  Defeat 

By  the  time  Hitler's  Germany  had  surrendered  unconditionally  to  the  allies 
the  country  had  been  severely  battered.  A  large  percentage  of  dwellings  had  been 
destroyed  or  damaged.  All  communication  had  been  halted.   Industry  geared  for 
war  had  clanked  to  a  stop.  The  economy  and  administration  had  been  disrupted  by 
the  recent  'fighting  and  the  presence  of  victorious  armies.  The  task  of  the 
occuyping  powers  was  to  reconstruct  from  the  ruins  of  Germany  a  country  that 
could  never  be  a  .menace  to  world  peace  again  but  could  take  its  place  once  more 
with  the  European  powers  on  an  equal  footing. 

During  the  past  four  and  a  half  years,  life  for  the  German  people  as  a  whole 
has  been  justifiably  grim.  Food  and  clothing  has  been  strictly  rationed  and  reduced 
to  the  point  where  the  average  individual  gets  sufficient  to  keep  him  alive.  The 
luxuries  of  life  can  be  obtained  only  by  those  who  have  goods  to  exchange  for  them. 
Money  was  plentiful  until  the  currency  reform  in  19^8  but  the  farmer  arid  the 
manufacturer  did  not  want  to  sell  their  goods  for  a  lot  of  worthless  paper  money. 
The  wage  earner  can  buy  only  the  scant  allowance  of  food  for  which  he  has  ration 
coupons.  Housing  conditions  are  equally  wretched,   Little  if  any  building  material 
has  been  released  for  houses ,   In  towns  and  cities  that  suffered  heavy  bomb  damage 
families  are  often  crowded  into,  one  room,  others  are  sheltered  in  the  basements  of 
ruined  houses  or  in  air  raid  shelters.  This  overcrowding  has  been  aggravated  by 
the  transfer  of  Germans  from  territory  annexed  by  Poland,  Russia  and  from 
Czechoslovakia  and  Hungary  to  a  Germany  reduced  in  size.   In  Western  Germany  alone 
there  are  about  ten.  million  of  these  refugees. 
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To  add  to  this  discomfort  the  Allied  policy  of  dismantling  factories  and 
transporting  them  to  neighboring  countries  as  reparations  has  taken  away  sources 
of  employment  and  the  means  of  producing  goods  for  export  to  pay  for  imported 
food. 

The  division  of  Germany  into  four  zones,  now  reduced  to  two,  has  seriously 
disrupted  the  economic  life  of  the  country.  Before  the  war  eastern  Germany 
produced  food  for  itself  and  sent  large  quantities  to  industrial  western  Germany. 
Today  that  surplus  of  food  is  exported  to  Poland  and  Eussia.  As  a  result  western 
Germany  must  rely  on  Britain  and  the  United  States  for  its  scanty  food  supply. 

The  division  of  Germany  into  two  zones  represents  too  the  conflicting 
policies  of  communist  Russia  on  the  one  side  and  the  western  democracies  on  the 
other.  The  German  people  look  on  with  bewilderment  and  chagrin  as  this  political 
deadlock  continues  to  widen  the  breach  between  the  eastern  and  western  halves  of 
their  country. 

The  Berlin  Crisis 

An  almost  worthless  currency  was,  as  we  have  seen,  a  serious  obstacle  to 
the  economic  recovery  of  Germany.  What  is  the  use  of  money  that  will  not  buy 
anything?  To  remedy  this  the  three  western  zones  agreed  to  issue  anew  devalued 
mark  for  .circulation  in  the  whole  of  western  Germany.   It  was  hoped  that  this 
new  mark  would  eventually  wipe  out  the  black  market. 

This  measure  put  the  western  and  eastern  sections  of  Germany  on  a  different 
money  system  because  Eussia  would  not  agree  to  a  new  currency  for  the  whole  of 
Germany.  The  old  mark  in  circulation  in  eastern  Germany  could  not  be  transferred 
to  western  Germany. 

When  in  June  19^8  the  Western  Occupation  powers  announced  the  issue  of  the 
new  mark,  Soviet  Authorities  declared:   "Berlin  is. to  lose  its  place  as  Germany's 
capital.  The  currency  reform  will  place  Berlin's  economy  and  her  working  population 
in  an  untenable  situation  which  can  only  be  solved  by  Berlin's  close  connection 
with  the  eastern  part  of  Germany."  The  idea  was  put  into  practice  by  blocking 
the  movement  of  foodstuffs  by  rail,  road  and  canal  into  the  zones  of  Berlin 
occupied  by  the  Western  powers,  thereby  affecting  the  lives  of  2,000,000  people. 

The  Western  powers  were  faced  with  two  possible  courses,  either  to  withdraw 
from  Berlin,  thereby  conceding  a  victory  to  Russia  who  was  clearly  anxious  to 
incorporate  Berlin  into  the  Soviet  Zone,  or  to  bring  food  to  the  besieged  zone 
by  the  only  means  left,  the  air. 

The  British  and  the  American  air  forces  jointly  started  "Operation  Vittles" 
the  greatest  'air  lift'  in  the  history  of  aviation.  Thousands  of  tons  of  supplies 
were  flown  in  daily  for  the  next  year  until  the  Soviet  authorities  were  forced 
to  concede  that  the  blockade  had  failed  and  rail  connections  were  once  more 
established  between  Western  Germany  and  Berlin. 

This  'air  lift'  carried  on  through  the  most  adverse  winter  conditions  of 
19^8»^9  demonstrated  the  strength  of  the  combined  air  fleets  of  Britain  and  the 
United  States  and  the  determination  of  these  two  countries  to  stand  by  their 
commitments  in  Germany.  As  the  prestige  and  popularity  of  the  Soviet  Union 
dropped  in  Germany  and  Europe  so  that  of  the  Western  powers  rose  with  the  rising 
success  of  the  'air  lift'.  Communist  propaganda  in  Germany  suffered  a  heavy 
set  back  and  Britain  and  the  United  States  regained  the  good  will  of  many  Europeans. 
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The  Tug  of  War  in  Germany 


Settling  the  affairs  of  Germany  is  a  difficult  enough  task  in  itself,  but 
when  there  is  lack  of  accord  between  the  powers  undertaking  this  task,  it  develops 
into  a  political  tangle  which  will  require  time  and  patience  to  unravel. 

The  Berlin  crisis  has  been  singled  out  for  special  treatment  because  it  held 
the  lime  light  in  19^8-^9  and  indicated  the  determination  of  the  Western  powers 
not  only  to  withstand  Soviet  pressure  but  also  to  stand  by  Western  Europe.  This 
crisis,  important  as  it  was,  is  but  one  phase  of  the  tug  of  war  in  German 
between  the  Western  powers  (U.K.,  U.S.  and  France)  and  the  Soviet  Union.  The 
following  brief  survey  will. attempt  to  show. in  summary  the  full  extent  of  the  contest 

The  Potsdam  Declaration  was  scarcely  a  year  old  before  strong  difference 
of  opinion  arose  between  the  occupation  powers.  The  Council  of  Foreign  Ministers 
established  by  the  Declaration  has  met  from  time  to  time  since  19^-6  but  these  have 
been  stormy  meetings  and  very  little  agreement  has  been  reached  at  any  of  them. 

Shortly  after  the  occupation  of  Germany  by  the  four  powers  and  the  creation 
of  four  distinct  zones  it  became  clear  that  Germany  could  not  be  administered  as 
an  economic  unit  since  each  power  had  its  own  ideas  on  how  the  provisions  of  the 
Potsdam  agreement  should  be  set  in  motion.  Russia  and  to  a  lesser  extent  France 
began  to  exact  reparations  in  the  form  of  industrial  equipment,  and  goods  at  a 
rate  that  would  soon  have  left  their  zones  impoverished  beyond  recovery^  Differ- 
ences soon  arose  between  the  occupation  powers  over  these  reparations  and  the 
industries  that  Germany  should  be  allowed  to  retain.  When  no  understanding 
could  be  reached  on  these  matters  the  British  and  the  Americans  linked  up  their 
zones  into  a  bizonal  economic  unit  in  19^-6,  to  which  was  later  added  the  French 
zone  thus  uniting  the  three  zones  into  what  is  now  known  as  the  West  Germai 
Republic.  In  these  zones  local  government  has  gradually  passed  from  the  hands  of 
the  Military  Government  to  the  Germans  themselves,  The  Soviet  Authorities  look 
with  disfavour  on  the  linking  up  of  the  three  zones..  They  have  bound  the  economy 
of  the  Soviet  zone  of  Germany  to  the  East  turning  their  backs  On  western  Germany 
and  a  unification  that  would  loosen  their  hold  on  eastern  Germany, 

The  currency  reforms  introduced  by  the  Western  occupation  powers  which 
touched  off  the  Berlin  crisis  have  already  been  dealt  with.  The  Russian  blockade 
of  Berlin  was  answered  by  a  counter  blockade  by  which  the  United  States  and 
Britain  suspended  the  shipment  of  greatly  needed  materials  into  the  Soviet  zone. 
The  Western  powers  tried  to  break  the  deadlock  by  bringing  the  matter  before  the 
Security  Council  of  the  United  Nations  but  the  United  Nations  plan  was  vetoed  by 
the  Soviet  Union  and  the  report  of  a  neutral  committee  was  unacceptable  to  the 
Western  powers.  This  crisis  served  only  to  widen  the  gap  between  eastern  and 
western  Germany. 

The  city  of  Berlin,  former  capital  of  Germany,  although  in  the  Soviet  zone 
is  controlled  by  an  Allied  Command  composed  of  the  four  Military  Commanders  in 
Germany.  Disagreement  led  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  Soviet  representatives  from 
this  Command  and  the  four  powers  have  not  met  together  since  19^8.  The  final 
flare-up  between  the  Soviet  representatives  and  those  of  the  Western  powers 
resulted  from  the  civic  elections  in  Berlin  in  19^+8.  The  city  assembly  elected 
Ernst  Reuter  an  an ti -Communist  as  Mayor,  and  the  Russians  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  election.  The  city  like  the  rest  of  Germany  was  now  divided  into  two  sections. 

Custody  of  the  Ruhr 

In  the  valley  of  the  Ruhr,  a  tributary  of  the  Rhine,  are  clustered  those 
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larger  industrial  cities  of  Dusseldorf,  Duisberg,  Wuppertal,  Essen,  Bochum,  Dortmund, 
Gelsenkirchen  and  Hamm.   In  this  area  Germany  mined  70  per  cent  of  her  bituminous 
coal  and  in  this  network  of  cities  Germany's  vast  steel  industry  has  developed, 
These  factories  were  "the  arsenal  of  the  Wehrmacht"  and  for  this  reason  the  allies 
are  determined  that  they  must  never  again  be  used  to  produce  war  weapons  for  the 
destruction  of  peaceful  neighbors.  How  is  this  to  be  achieved?  At  a  conference 
held  before  the  end  of  the  war  it  was  suggested  by  some  that  the  Ruhr  should  be 
stripped  of  all  existing  industries  and  so  weakened  and  controlled  that  it  could 
not  in  the  foreseeable  future  become  an  industrial  area.  The  occupation  powers 
soon  discovered  the  error  of  this  point  of  view.  The  coal,  steel  and  other 
products  exported  from  the  Ruhr  have  been  the  mainstay  of  Germany's  economy.  When 
the  mines  practically  ceased  to  operate  following  VE  day  a  coal  famine  spread  over 
Germany  which  crippled  the  ordinary  day  to  day  existence  of  the  German  people.   • 
The  British  therefore  did  all  in  the--1' r  power  to  encourage  and  promote  the  coal 
i  idustry  of  the  Ruhr,  but  shortage  Of  labor  and  food  retarded  the  recovery  of  this 
industry.  Not  only  were  the  industries  in  western  Germany  unable  to  keep  going 
without  Ruhr  coal  but  the  rest  of  Europe  was  relying  on  large  supplied  and  could 
not  put  their  recovery  programs  into  effect  without  them.  The  French  who  had 
suffered  from  three  German  invasions  were  determined  to  do  all  in  their  power  to 
prevent,  the  Ruhr  from  becoming  an  arsenal  for  a  fresh  attack  on  France.  They 
wanted  the  Ruhr  placed  under  international  control.  Britain  felt  that  the  sep- 
aration of  the  Ruhr  was  too  high  a  price  for  Germany  to  pay,  and  would  sow  the 
seeds  of  another  war  in  the  not  too  distant  future.   The  United  States  and  Russia 
supported  Britain  in  ".this  matter. 

Having  failed  in  her  effort  to  separate  the  Ruhr  from  Germany,  France 
proposed  that  the  Ruhr  remain  German  with  the  industries  under  international 
control,.  This  suggestion  found  favour  with  the  Western  powers  and  at  a  meeting 
]   London,  Britain,  the  United  States,  France  and  the  Benelux  countries  agreed 
to  establish  an  international  authority, to  allocate  Ruhr  steel,  coal  and  coke 
between  the  needs  of  Germany  and  other  European  countries.  An  agreement  was  drawn 
up  in  1.9^-8  establishing  the  International  Ruhr  Authority.  Russia  was  not  admitted 
to  this  control  group  because  she  would  not  'agree  to  an  international  control  of 
Germany's  second  largest  industrial  area  In  Silesia  now  under  Polish  control. 

To  speed  up  production  in  the  Ruhr  and  to  break  up  the  iron  and  steel  com- 
bines, Britain  and  the  United  States  issued  regulations  embodied  in  the  Military 
Government  Control  Law,  Number  75  German  trustees  representing  industries  and 
trade  unions  under  Military  Government  Control  will  reorganize  industry  until  a 
f  >ijely  elected  government  in  Germany  can  decide  future  ownership. 

The  Bonn  Republic 

In  August  19^9  the  people  in  western  Germany-  the  combined  British,  American, 
and  French  zones  -  enjoyed  their  first  free  and  secret  election  since  1933   Germany 
was  to  have  a  democratically  elected  government  under  a  new  constitution  drawn  up 
by  +he  Germans  themselves  and  approved  by  the  occupation  powers.  Work  on  this 
constitution  had  been  going  on  for  months  prior  to  the  election,  and  agreement  had 
been  reached  on  the  form  of  government  which  was  to  have  its  capital  at  Bonn,  an 
ancient  university  city  on  the  Rhine,   Provision  was  made  for  the  inclusion  of 
eastern  Germany  should  it  decide  to  join  the  Federal.  Republic  , 

The  new  Federal  Republic  of  Germany  has  a  president,  a  chancellor  who  corres- 
ponds to  our  prime  minister,  a  Diet  comparable  to  our  House  of  Commons  and  a 
Federal  Council  or  Upper  Chamber  resembling  the  American  Senate. 

The  result  of  the  August  election  was  a  victory  for  the  conservative  parties, 


comprising  the  Christian  Democrats,  Free  Democrats  and  others.  Dr.  Konrad  Adenauer 
became  prime  minister  and  Professor  Theodor  Heuss  was  appointed  first  president . 

Under  the  new  constitution  the  people  of  the  Federal  Eepublic  of  Germany 
will  enjoy  a  measure  of  self  government  but  as  long  as  the  country  is  occupied,  the 
occupying  powers  retain  their  control  over  foreign  affairs,  foreign  trade  and  ex- 
change, the  Euhr  industry,  disarmament,  and  certain  other  matters. 

The  Soviet  Zone 


Although  Soviet  authorities  have  opposed  the  merger  of  the  three  zones  in 
western  Germany  they  have  set  themselves  up  as  champions  of  a  United  Germany.  The 
Communist  Party  has  been  organized  under  the  supervision  of  the  Soviet  Military 
Administration.  An  extensive  land  reform  has  been  carried  out  in  this  zone  where 
large  estates  have  been  divided  into  small  farms.   Collective  farms  have  been 
advocated  by  the  Communist  party,  and  this  will  probably  be  the  next  step  in 
Communist  Germany. 

The  communist  controlled  People's  Congress  has  also  drawn  up  a  new  constitu- 
tion for  all  Germany  although  it  car  only  apply  to  the  Soviet  zone  for  the  present. 
The  name  given  to  this  eastern  zone  of  Germany  is  the  German  Democratic  Republic. 

A  disturbing  development  in  this  zone  is  the  recent  appearance  of  a  trained 
People's  Police  which  can  be  converted  into  a  trained  and  equipped  German  army. 
The  size  of  this  army  equipped  with  modern  Soviet  arms  makes  it  a  menace  to  European 
peace  and  has  led  the  military  leaders  of  Britain,  the  United  States  and  France  to 
consider  the  advisability  of  recruiting  a  German  army  in  western  Germany.. 

Conclusion 

This  survey  of  the  important  developments  and  issues  in  Germany  since  VE  Day 
depicts  the  East  -  West  struggle  for  the  control  of  Germany.  The  Western  powers  are 
desirous  of  drawing  Germany  into  the  partnership  of  the  western  democracies  and  pre- 
venting the  westward  expansion  of  Soviet  power.   Russia  is  determined  to  make 
Germany  a  communist  state  an^  an  addition  to  the  U.S.S.R.  The  outcome  of  this  con- 
test cannot  be  predicted .    But  it  would  seem  to  be  amply  clear  that  the  German,  s 
themselves  are  not  content  with  a  divided  Germany  and  an  awakening  national  spirit 
may  bring  about  a  union  on  which  the  two  opposing  occupation  groups  may  find  a  com- 
promise. 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  FAR  EAST 

Since  19^7,  when  a  brief   study  of  current   events  in  the  Far  East  appeared  in 
Bulletin  No.   13  of  this   series ,   further  important  developments  with  world-wide 
implications  have  occurred.     To  b^ing  you  up-to-date  on  these  matters  the  following 
survey,    a  supplement  to  the  above-mentioned  study,   consolidates  the   important   events 
of  the  past  two  years.      It   is  recommended  that    students  re-read  the  article  in 
Bulletin  #13,    or  relevant    sections  of  it,   in  order  to  get   a  complete  picture  of 
recent   events  in  the   countries  covered  by  this  survey. 

INDIA 

India,  led  by  Prime  Minister  Nehru,  is  rapidly  becoming  a  power  of  major 
importance  in  Asia,  The  Asians  are  determined  to  run  "Asia,  and  India  has  shown 
marked  leadership  in  carrying  out  this  policy,   European  countries  are  vitally 
concerned  in  this  movement  because  it  marks  the  end  of  European  imperialism  in  the 
Far  East;  and  the  Asian  countries,  having  taken  on  heavy  responsibilities  at  a 
time  when  the  whole  world  is  slowly  recovering. from  a  long,  exhausting  war,  will 
need  the  sympathetic  support  of  the  great  powers,  if  they  are  to  become  independent 
and  not  merely  pawns  of  overpowering  neighbours. 

Independence  came  to  the  subcontinent  of  India  as  the  climax  of  a  long  poli- 
tical campaign,  the  details  of  which  form  a  part  of  the  Social  Studies  3  course. 
The  final  agreement  with  Britain  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Hindu  state  of 
India  and  the  Moslem  state  of  Pakistan. 

This  division  on  a  religious  basis  has  meant  the  transfer  of  ten  million 
people.  The  Hindus  have  driven  out  five  million  Moslems  from  Hindu  India  and  in 
return  the  Moslems  have  expelled  the  same  number  of  Hindus  from  Pakistan.  This 
mass  movement  of  people  has  inflicted  a  great  deal  of  misery  on  these  refugees  and 
has  given  the  governments  a  heavy  task  in  feeding,  sheltering  and  resettling  these 
evacuees.  The  cost  ir.  human  life  and  money  has  been  high,  and  the  harsh  treatment 
offered  these  refugees  has  not  tended  to  make  the  two  peoples  good  neighbours. 

The  partition  has  brought  economic  trouble  for  India,  because  the  new  frontiers 
cut  across  the  whole  industrial  life  of  the  former  India.  Jute  and  cotton  growing 
areas  were  cut  off  from  their  milling  areas,  some  railways  from  coal  sources, 
markets  from  commercial  centres,  populated  areas  from  wheat  plains.   India  is  faced 
with  a  food  deficit* and  a  rapidly  increasing  population.  Against  these  the 
government  must  balance  its  promise  to  provide  a  better  living  for  the  people  than 
they  had  under  alien  rule 

Until  January,  1950,  India  was  a  Dominion  within  the  Commonwealth.   It  then 
became  an  independent  republic,  still  retaining  membership  in  the  Commonwealth.* 
The  new  Indian  constitution  provides  for  a  federal  government,  comparable  to  that 
of  Canada,  a  president   and  a  two  chamber  legislature.   In  each  of  the  states  or 
provinces  there  will  be  legislatures  similar  to  our  provincial  legislatures.  There 
is  to  be  full  protection  for  non-Hindus  and  "untouchability"  is  abolished. 

The  Princely  States  of  which  about.  500  are  within  Indian  territory  have  been 
a  special  problem.  Nehru  has  been  determined  to  extend  the  authority  of  the  central 
government  over  these  states  once  ruled  by  Indian  princes.  The  'Nizam  of  Hyderabad, 
ruler  of  the  largest  Princely  State  refused. .to  co-operate  with  Nehru.  Consequently 
the  Indian  army  was  •sent  into  the  Princely  State  in  19^8  and  a  military  government 
was  forced  on  Hyderabad, 


*  On  January  26,  1950,  the  Republic  of  India  was  formal. ly  proclaimed.  At  a  cere- 
mony in  New  Delhi,  the  capital  of  India,  the  first  president,  Dr,  Rajendra 
Prasad,  assumed  his  place  as  head  of  the  state, 
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Boundary  problems  usually  arise  when  a  country  is  divided  into  two  separate 
countries.  In  this  case  it  is  the  northern  state  of  Kashmir  that  is  in  dispute. 
The  maharaja  has  made  terms  with  India  but  Pakistani  tribesmen  have  entered  the 
state  and  the  Pakistan  government  lays  claim  to  at  least  part  of  the  state, 
because  of  the  Moslem  majority  of  the  population.  The  case  has  been  argued  be- 
fore the  United  Nations  and  a  Commission  is  now  working  to  settle  the  question. 
At  present  the  Indian  and  Pakistani  troops  in  Kashmir  are  obeying  a  United 
Nations  cease-fire  order,  while  provisions  are  being  made  to  allow  the^people 
of  Kashmir  to  decide  for  themselves  as  to  which  country  their  state  would  join. 

Could  India  become  a  republic  and  remain  a  member  of  the  Commonwealth?  This 
question  was  discussed  and  answered  at  the  conference  of  Commonwealth  Prime  Ministers 
in  April  19^9-   India  could  do  away  with  the  British  Crown  as  symbol  of  its  own 
national  sovereignty  but  acknowledge  the  King  as  "the  symbol  of  the  free  associa- 
tion of  independent  member  nations"  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  present  Indian  government,  while  facing  its  current  problems  manfully 
looks  to  a  bright  future  for  India.   It  has  in  mind  expanded  industries  and 
greatly  improved  living  conditions  for  its  people.  Nehru  wants  to  see  the  Asian 
countries  developed  not  only  for  their  own  good  but  in  the  interest  of  the  whole 
world.  To  this  end  he  is  taking  an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  United  Nations. 

PAKISTAN 

Pakistan  consists  of  two  widely  separated  zones  in  the  north  of  the  subcontin- 
ent of  India.   Its  people  are  held  together  by  a  common  faith,  the  Moslem  religion. 
Food  growing  areas  are  plentiful  in  Pakistan  but  it  lacks  other  natural  resources 
and  its  industries  are  underdeveloped.  Many  of  its  present  problems  are  similar 
to  those  of  India.  To  these  must  be  added  a  distrust  of  its  powerful  neighbour, 
India.   It  was  the  Moslem  League  under  the  inspired  leadership  of  Mohammed  A. 
Jinnah,  who  has  since  died.,  that  brought  about  the  formation  of  Pakistan. 

The  constitution  of  Pakistan  provides  for  a  federal  government,  a  governor 
general,  a  two-chamber  central  legislature  with  legislative  bodies  in  each  of  the 
states  similar  to  our  provincial  legislatures.  The  chief  difference  between  the 
constitutions  of  India  and  Pakistan  is  that  the  latter  retains  its  dominion  status. 
The  handful  of  Princely  States  within  the  borders  of  Pakistan  have  not  been  incor- 
porated into  the  central  government.  The  heads  of  the  governments  in  both  India 
and  Pakistan  have  until  now  exercised  strong  authority.   Popularly  elected  and 
controlled  governments  have  not  yet  functioned  in  either  country. 

Economically  Pakistan  is  in  a  favourable  position.  The  territory  allotted  to 
her,  while  it  includes  no  commercial  deposits  of  coal  or  iron  and  few  manufacturing 
industries,  does  include  broad  plains  producing  jute,  cotton,  wheat,  tea,  wool  and 
hides  quantities  of  which  are  exported,  and  these  exports  permit  the  importation  of 
wares,  including  industrial  machinery,  that  Pakistan  cannot  produce.  Unfortunately 
the  unrest  caused  by  the  distrust  between  Pakistan  and  India  has  led  to  an  armaments 
race  which  neither  country  can  afford  so  that  budgets  have  included  substantial  sums 
for  defence  that  might  have  been  put  to  other  pur-poses. 

Having  achieved  her  independence  Pakistan's  chief  concern  as  a  small  country 
is  security.  On  many  intemation  matters  Pakistan  has  sided  with  India  but  she  has 
established  friendly  relations  with  countries  that  might  be  helpful  to  her,  such  as 
the  Arab  States,  with  which  she  has  a  religious  bond,  the  Commonwealth  and  the 
United  States,  both  of  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  strong  allies.. 
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BUEMA 


Burma  left  the  British  Commonwealth  in  January  19U8  to  become  the  Union  of 
Burma,  an  independent  sovereign  republic.  The  political  unrest  which  accompanied 
the  change  over  continues  to  overshadow  the  efforts  of  the  new  government  to  re- 
store order  and  a  measure  of  prosperity  to  the  country. 

The  Burma  Indpendence  Bill  passed  by  the  British  parliament  in  19^7  provided 
for  the  complete  independence  of  Burma.  At  the  same  time  Britain  agreed  to  send 
a  naval,  military  and  air  force  mission  to  Burma  to  assist  in  the  training  of 
Burmese  forces.  A  commerce  treaty  was  also  provided  for  to  protect  British  commer- 
cial interests. 

With  the  withdrawal  of  British  rule  Burma  has  fallen  apart .  Four  political 
revolts  have  rocked  the  country.  The  government  early  in  19^9  had  little  control 
over  the  country  outside  the  capital  city  of  Rangoon.  These  civil  wars  have  not 
only  drained  the  treasury  but  they  have  also  disrupted  the  economy  of  the  country 
seriously  reducing  the  exports  of  rice  and  teak,  Burma's  chief  export  products. 

Three  of  the  revolts  were  staged  by  Communist  parties.  The  fourth  was  made 
by  the  Karens  a  group  of  native  inhabitants  of  Burma,  numbering  about  one  and  a 
half  millions,  who  sought  to  set  up  an  independent  and  sovereign  Karenistan. 
Although  this  revolt  was  not  supported  by  all  the  Karens,  it  involved  widespread 
fighting  and  was  a  serious  threat  to  the  government. 

Thakin  Nu,  (Thakin  is  a  Burmese  title)  who  succeeded  the  assassinated  Aung 
San  as  leader  of  the  Anti  Fascist  League  is  Eurma's  prime  minister.  His  party 
has  included  all  of  the  Leftist  elements,  among  which  are  the  communists.  There 
has  been  little  unity  within  the  party  and  two  of  the  serious  revolts  have  been 
staged  by  communist  groups  that  have  broken  away  from  the  party.  Thakin  Nu 
commands  the  confidence  of  many  of  his  own  people  and  has  gained  some  inter- 
national respect.  His  government  is  in  dire  need  of  the  loans  granted  by  the 
Commonwealth  countries,  whose  hope  is  that  he  will  be  able  to  preserve  a  non- 
Communist  government j.  There  is  some  speculation  in  certain  quarters  that  Burma 
may  rejoin  the  Commonwealth  in  order  to  share  the  benefits  of  a  close  associa- 
tion with  Commonwealth  neighbours. 

MALAYA 

Malaya  has  appeared  in  the  news  during  the  past  two  years  chiefly  as  the 
scene  of  communist  uprisings  and  guerrilla  fighting  between  communist  terrorists 
and  British  troops.  No  further  political  developments  affecting  the  government 
of  the  country  have  taken  place  since  the  new  constitution  on  a  federal  basis 
was  put  into  effect  in  19*4-8.  This  Federation  was  briefly  outlined  in  the  article 
in  Bulletin  #13-  Malaya  remains  a  British  colony  with  a  number  of  large  internal 
difficulties. to  be  straightened  out  before  the  people  can  assume  the  task  of  self- 
government  . 

The  major  obstacle  is  the  mixed  population  -  40  per  cent  Malay,  hO   per  cent 
Chinese  and  15  per  cent  Indian.  Until  the  Japanese  occupation  of  Malaya  these 
groups  lived  peacably  together  under  British  rule.  A  resistance  movement  of 
Chinese,  Indians  and  a  few  Malays,  the  core  of  which  was  the  Malayan  Communist 
party,  was  formed  to  harass  Japanese  occupational  forces.   Fighting  for  the 
British  during  the  war,  this. party  is  now  the  enemy  of  British  forces.  Racial 
troubles  arose  when  Britain  proposed  to  give  citizenship  rights  to  minority 
groups,  for  the  native  Malays  saw  themselves  out  numbered  by  immigrant  non- 
Malays.  Malay  protests  have  resulted  in  citizenship  qualifications  more  favourable 
to  the  native  Malays. 
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A  second  problem  is  the  economic  crisis  facing  Malaya.  The  country  depends 
on  rubber  and  tin  for  its  existence.  It  provides  over  half  the  world's  supply 
of  rubber  and  about  30  per  cent  of  the. tin.  Food  and  other  consumer  goods  must 
be  imported  to  maintain  the  people  engaged  in. these  two  industries.  But  since  the 
war  tin  production  has  fallen  to  less  than  half  the  prewar  level  and  the  rubber 
production  exceeds  former  levels.  The  income  from  tin  has  dropped  and  a  drastic 
fall  in  rubber  prices  owing  to  competition  from  synthetic  production  has  hit 

bard  the  rubber  industry.  The  prices  of  food  on  the  other  hand  have  gone  up, 
and  plantation  and  mine  workers,  most  of  whom  are  Chinese  and  Indians,  are  suffer- 
ing in  spite  of  wage  increases.  Their  plight  becomes  more  unbearable  by  reason 
of  the  comfort  and  luxury  enjoyed,  by  European  and  Chinese  plantation  owners  and 
traders. 

Apart  from  Soviet  inspired  Communist  terrorism  in  Malaya  there  are  political 
forces  at  work  driving  towards  self-government.  The  Malayan  Democratic  Union 
draws  its  membership  from  the  Malay  population  and  the  Malayan  Council  of  Joint 
Action  is  composed  chiefly  of  Chinese  and  non-Malay  members.  Both  of  these  groups 
advocate  a  common  Malayan  nationality  and  democratic  rights  for  permanent  resi- 
dents in  a  self-governing  Malaya,  but  there  is  lack  of  agreement  on  racial  grounds. 

The  Malayan  Communist  party,  allied  with  other  Communist  organizations  in 
the  Far  East,  is  a  minority  party  whose  leaders  are  chiefly  Chinese.  The  revolt 
launched  early  in  19^8  hoped  to  enlist  the  support  of  all  Chinese  in  Malaya,  to 
upset  the  government  of  the  country  and  to  discredit  Britain.  The  communists 
underestimated  the  strength  of  the  British  forces  and.  the  determination  of  the 
British  government.  Their  savagery,  has  turned  decent  citizens  of  Malaya  against 
them.  The  Malays  have  remained  loyal  to  Britain,  so  too  have  the  Chinese  merchants 
whose  prosperity  depends  upon  an  orderly  government .  The  Indians  have  had  very- 
little  to  do  with  the  revolt . 

This  disorder  has  retarded  Britain's  program  of  political  and  social  reform 
in  Malaya  and  has  enlarged  the  economic  problems  of  the  country.  The  suppression 
of  the  communist  revolt  will  only  add  to  the  difficulties  unless  at  the  same  time 
the  British  take  energetic  measures  to  bring  an  end  to  the  economic  crisis  by 
developing  beneficial  trade  relations  with  Western  nations. 

THE  REPUBLIC  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  INDONESIA 

The  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  Indonesia  is  the  lengthy  title,  which 
will  probably  be  reduced  to  U.S. I.,  carried  by  the  newest  of  seven  Asian  countries 
to  gain  independence  since  19^6..  The  birth  of  this  new  republic  marks  the  continued 
retreat  of  imperial  control  in  the.  Far  East. 

As  far  back  as  19^6  agreement  had  been  reached  on  paper  for  the  transfer  of 
sovereignty  from  the  Dutch  crown  to  the  Indonesian  Republic,  but  there  were  strong 
differences  of  opinion  as  to  how  it  should  be  done.  These  disagreements  led  to 
open  warfare  and  bloodshed  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Indonesians.  Communists  took 
advantage  of  this  discord  and  confusion. to  stage  a  reyolt  in  19^-8  which  was  put 
down  by  force.   But  this  disorder  provoked  further  military  intervention  by  the 
Dutch,  who  interned  many  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republic  movement. 

A  round  table  conference  at  the  Hague,  called  together  through  the  offices 
of  the  United  Nations  saw  the  final  reconciliation  of  the  Dutch  and  the  Indones- 
ians. Dutch  officials  and  Indonesian  Republic  leaders  sat  down  with  members  of 
the  United  Nations  Commission  for  Indonesia  and  after  several  months  of  negotia- 
tions a  charter  was  signed.  The  Hague  Agreement  brought  into  being  in  December 
19*4-9  the  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  Indonesia  comprising  the  former  Dutch 
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East  Indies  with  the  exception  of  Dutch  New  Guinea  which  is  retained  by  the  Dutch 
Crown  for  another  year,  after  which  the  question  of  the  sovereignty  of  this 
territory  will  be  reopened.   It  also  provided  for  the  Netherlands  -  Indonesian 
Union,  an  association  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  and  the  new  United  States 
of  Indonesia  resembling  the  Commonwealth.  The  purpose  of  this  Union  is  co-opera- 
tion by  partners  for  the  promotion  of  their,  common  interests  chiefly  in  foreign 
relations  and  defence,  and  when  necessary,  in  matters  of  finance  and  commerce. 

Considerable  credit  must  be  given  to  the  United  Nations  Commission  for  the 
final  settlement  of  the  Indonesian  problem.  When  deadlocks  occurred  at  the  Hague 
Conference  the  Commission  offered  suggestions  which  helped  both  sides  to  reach  a 
compromise.  The  agreements  signed  at  the  Hague  are  not  entirely  satisfactory  to 
either  side.  The  Indonesians  would  like  to  have  included  Dutch  New  Guinea  in  the 
new  republic,  but  the  Dutch  held  out  for  the  retention  of  this  territory  to 
appease  that  section  of  the  Dutch  people  that  was  opposed  to  the  loss  of  this  vast 
island  empire . 

The  structure  of  the  provisional  government  closely  parallels  that  of  the 
United  States.  There  is  a  president  and  a  two-chamber  legislature,  the  lower 
chamber  consisting  of  representatives  from  each  of  the  sixteen  federal  states. 
Within  the  next  year  a  popularly  elected  assembly  will  draft  a  permanent  cons- 
titution . 

Problems  Facing  the  New  Bepublic 

The  U.S.I,  is  made  up  of  sixteen  states  whose  boundaries  are  not  clearly 
defined  and  whose  77  million  people  have  several  different  languages,  religions 
and  cultures.  Settling  state  boundaries  will  raise  many  thorny  problems.  Japa- 
nese occupation  and  post-war  fighting  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Indonesians. has 
seriously  disrupted  the  economy  of  the  republic.  The  restoration  of  law  and 
order,  the  rehabilitation  of  industry  and  commerce,  and  the  raising  of  the 
standard  of  living  of  the  people  are  heavy  tasks  for  a  new  and  inexperienced 
government . 

INDO -CHINA 

Scattered  fighting  between  the  French  and  the   people  of  Indo-China  has  been 
going  on   since  19^6,   but   up  to  the  present  neither  side  has  gained  a  victory  and 
no   settlement  has  been  reached.     The   contest   is  between  the  Vietnamese  who  want 
an  independent  republic  with  a  constitution  of  their  own  choosing,   and  the  French 
who  are  willing  to  concede   a  limited  dominion   status  only.      Events  up  to  19^7 
are   outlined  in  Bulletin  #13- 

Until  19^-8  Indo-China  comprised  four  separate   states,    the  Kingdom  of  Laos, 
the  Kingdom  of  Gambodia,   the  Republic   of  Cochin-China  and  the  Republic   of  Viet- 
Nam.     The  three  former   states  have  made  their  peace  with  France   and  have  granted 
wide  powers  to  the  French  government.     The  latter   state  wanted  not   only  independ- 
ence but   also  the  inclusion  of  the  Republic  of  Cochin-China,   the  richest   state  in 
Indo-China,    in  the  new  republic  of  Viet -Nam. 

Since  19^+5  when  the  Vietnamese  proclaimed  the  Republic  of  Viet-Nara  it  has  had 
as  President,  Ho  Chi  Minh,   leader   of  the   strongest  national   group  called  Vietminh. 
President  Ho   is   a  Moscow- trained  Communist  but  his   coalition  government  included 
all  parties  from  communists  to  royalist   supporters.     National  elections  were  held 
in  19^-6  and  a  democratic   constitution  was  adopted.     The  French   occupy  the  major 
towns  and   scattered  military  outposts  but  the  rest  of  Viet-Nam  is   in  Republican 
hands. 
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To  break  this  deadlock  the  French  have  recently  negotiated  a  treaty,  not 
with  President  Ho,  but  with  Bao  Dai,  the  ex -emperor  of  Annam  who  had  once  been 
adviser  to  President  Ho  and  had  ruled  over  Annam  now  part  of  Viet-Nam.  Bao  Dai 
has  returned  to  Indo-China,  as  emperer  over  an  enlarged  Viet-Nam,  now  including 
Cochin-China,  but  sovereignly  will  be  shared  with  the  French  Government.  Viet- 
Nam  will  have  limited  dominion  status  within  the  French  Union,  with  France 
controlling  the  Vietnamese., armed  forces  and  dictating  in  part  the  foreign  policy  of 
Viet-Nam.  France  has  also  secured  respect  for  her  economic  and  cultural  interests 
in  Viet-Nam. 

Whether  this  agreement  between  the  French  cabinet  and  Bao  Dai  will  be  accep- 
table to  the  Vietnamese,  who  in  the  past  have  not  been  anxious  to  recognize  a 
limited  independence,  time  will  tell.  The  French  naturally  wanted  to  make  peace 
with  Viet-Nam  before  the  victorious  Communist  forces  in  China  reached  the  northern 
border  of  the  country. 

The  Soviet  government  greatly  embarrassed  the  French  government  in  February 
1950  by  recognizing  President  Ho's  government  in  Viet  Nam,  and  ignoring  the  Bao 
Dai  government  set  up  by  France .  Britain  has  recognized  the  Bao  Da.i  government . 

THAILAND  (formerly  Siam) 

Brief  reference  is  made  to  Thailand  chiefly  to  draw  attention  to  the  change 
in  the  official  title  of  this  country.  The  word  Thailand  means  "the  land  of  the 
free".  Scant  notice  is  attracted  to  this  country  because  no  serious  or  prolonged 
political  uprisings  have  taken  place  there  as  they  have  in  neighbouring  countries. 

Unlike  her  neighbours  Thailand  retained  its  independence  when  other  countries 
in  the  Far  East  were  swallowed  up  by  expanding  Western  empires.  Until  1932  Siam  was 
ruled  by  an  absolute  monarch.  A  revolt  by  liberals  and  army  officers  brought  an  .. 
end  to  his  rule  and  established  a  constitutional  monarchy. 

When  invaded  by  Japan  in  19^0,  the  government  offered  little  assistance,  and 
shortly  afterwards  declared  war  on  Britain  and  the  United  States.  After  the  war 
the  government  had  much  to  explain  away  to  avoid  being  treated  as  an  ally  of  the 
Axis  powers.   Siam  returned  territory  she  had  annexed  during  the  war  from  Indo- 
China,  Malaya  and  Burma.  The  government  was  released  from  blame  and  admitted  to 
the  United  Nations. 

In  19^7  and  again  in  19^8  showdowns  were  staged  by  Thailand's  two  'strong  men'. 
In  the  first,  Pridi  who  had  been  in  power  since  19*^  was  ousted  by  an  anti-Pridi 
organization.  The  army  removed  this  government  in  19^8  and  reinstated  Pibul,  the 
wartime  dictator.  Under  Pibul,  Thailand  is  ruled  by  a  military  dictatorship.   He 
does  not  hesitate  to  use  violence  against  those  in  disagreement  with  him.  The 
Chinese  minority  in  Thailand  have  been  persecuted,  and  severe  measures  have  been 
taken  to  prevent  the.  entry  of  communists.  Although  the  people  of  Thailand  have 
not  yet  attained  that  personal  freedom  enjoyed  by  the  Western  democracies,  the 
economy  of  the  country  has  greatly  improved  under  the  Pibul  regime.  Eice  shipments 
have  reached  prewar  levels  and  rubber  exports  have  outstripped  them. 

KOEEA 

Korea  today  finds  itself  in  a  position  very  similar  to  that  of  Germany.  True, 
it  is  not  officially  occupied  by  alien  troops  but  the  country  is  divided  into 
two  republics  each  of  which  claims  to  govern  for  the  whole  country.   In  the  northern 
zone  the  Soviet  authorities  have  established  through  the  Korean  Communist  party  the 
Democratic  People's  Bepublic  of  Korea,  headed  by  General  Kim  II  Sung.  This  zone 
contains  88  per  cent  of  Korea's  .industrial  plant,  virtually  all  the  timber,  high 
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grade  coal  and  nitrate  deposits,  and  a  monopoly  of  the  developed  water  power. 

In  the  zone  south  of  the  38th  parallel,  formerly  occupied  by  the  Americans,  another 

Bepublic  of  Korea  has  been  set  up  with  a  government  elected  by  the  people. 

Korea  cannot  have  economic  stability  under  these  conditions.   At  present 
the  people  in  the  southern  zone  could  rot  exist  without  American  aid.   South 
Korean  industry  depended  on  North  Korean  electric  power.   When  this  was  cut  off 
in  19*4-8  industry  was  brought  almost  to  a  halt.   Power  once  sent  to  South  Korea 
is  now  diverted  to  communi st- controlled  Manchuria   The  scant  information  avail- 
able from  the  northern  zone  indicates  that  the  people  there  are  experiencing  a 
slow  economic  recovery. 

Obviously  the  solution  to  Korea's  problem  is  to  unify  the  country  once  more 
and  to  do  away  with  the  present  artificial  division  along  the  38th  parallel.  But 
the  two  republics  have  each  been  set  up  and  are  maintained  by  two  strong  rival 
powers,  the  U.S.S,R„  and  the  United  States,  and  onlv  the  concerted  action  of 
these  two  powers  can  lift,  the  barrier  at  the  38tt  parallel  and  restore  to  Korea 
the  independence  and  unity  promised  her. 

This  problem  was  laid  before  the  United  Nations  in  19*+7  and  a  Commission  on 
Korea  composed  of  representatives  of  six  nation's  was  formed   Although  it  has 
been  working  in  southern  Korea  from  that  time  it  is  no  nearer  the  solution  to' the 
problem  now  than  it  was  at  the  beginning.   Its  task  is  to  seek  the  means  of  joining 
the  two  halves  of  Korea  together  by  peaceful  means'   The  commission  has  been  boy- 
cotted by  the  northern  Korean  government  and  has  never  been  allowed  into  the  nor- 
thern zone.   In  fact  leaders  in  northern  Korea  have  bitterly  attacked  the  Commis 
sion  for  meddling  with  Korean  affairs.  The  reports  of  the  Commission  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  the.  United  Nations  have  been  the  occasion  of  wordy  battles 
between  the  representatives  of  the  U.S.S.R.  and  its  satelites,  and  the  United 
States  and  its  supporters. 

The  division  of  Korea  has  undoubtedly  caused  much  bitterness  and  mutual 
distrust  amongst  its  people,,  and  there  is  no  justification  for  the  continued 
separation  of  the  two  parts  of  the  country.  The  Commission  can  only  sow 
seeds  of  mutual  accord  and  willingness  to  compromise   T>>e  irS.S.R.  and  the 
United  States  must  settle  their  differences  in  Korea  before  the  country  can 
be  reunited.  The  Koreans  themselves,  the  Commi.ssion  claims,  "have  a  passion- 
ate longing  for  unity  and  independence  and  a  profound  desire  for  the  peacful 
unification  of  their  country." 

OCCUPIED  JAPAN 

Japan  has  now  been  occupied  by  American  forces  for  over  four  years.   General 
MacArthur,  Supreme  Commander  of  Allied  Powers  (S.C.A.P„)in  Japan  recently  summed 
up  the  situation  there  in  these  words,   "The  four  years  since  passed  have  been 
fruitful  years  here  in  terms  of  human  progress,  as  the  Japanese  people  have  fully 
and  faithfully  observed  their  surrender  commitments  and  .advanced,  steadily  and 
progressively  along  the  road  of  spiritual  resurrect!  or  and  physical  reconstruction  " 

.It  must  be  remembered  that  the  democratic  way  of  life  which  the  Americans 
are  introducing  to  Japan  is  something  new  to  these  prople,  Traditionally  the 
Japanese  have  believed  in  their  al3. -powerful  Emperor  and  fche  political  and 
economic  life  of  the  country  has  been  under  the  control  of  a  small  group  of 
militarists,  financiers  and  industrialists.   Democracy  has  now  been  accepted 
in  Japan,  but  It  is  not  always  understood,   Years  of  training  and  education  may 
be  required  before  it  is  fully  understood, 
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The  new  Constitution  put  into  operation  in  191+9   should  help  to  train  the 
Japanese   in  the  ways  of  democracy.     The   divine  Emperor  makes  way  for   a  consti- 
tutional monarchy.     There   is  a  legislative  hodv  elected  by  popular  vote.      War 
has  been  outlawed  as   a  means  of   settling  international  disputes.     War  criminals 
have  been  tried  and  sentenced.     Tojo  and    six  others  were  hanged  at  Tokyo   in  19^9- 

Japanese  workers  have  won  the   right  to  organize  trade  unions  through  which 
they  may  bargain  with  their  employers.     The  enrolment   in  these  unions  has  now 
reached  six  and  one  half  million  workers.      Parliament  has   also   enacted  enlightened 
labour  legislation  for  the  benefit   of  these  workers. 

Land  reform  has  also  assisted  the   acceptance   of  democracy.     Before  the  war 
two-thirds  of  Japan's  farmers  were  tenants,   living  under   the  poorest   conditions 
with  no  security.     The  Japanese  government   has    reduced  the   amount   of  land  one 
man  may  own,   lessening  the  number  of  landlords  and  distributing  the  land  to  the 
tenants. 

The  Japanese  were  left  to  their  own  resources  in  matters  pertaining  to  the 
country's  economy.      General  MacArthur  issued  directives   calling  for  price   control, 
rationing  etc.,   but  made  the   Japanese   responsible  for   carrying  them  out.     The 
Japanese  government  took  little  effective  action  in  these   matters   so  that   prices 
soared,   the  black  market   flourished  and  the   failure  of  the  government' to  collect 
food  crops  made   it    impossible  to  meet  ration   demands.      In  the   first   three  years 
of   occupation  the  United  States  provided  Japan  witb   food  valuing  $700  million. 
The  economy  of  Japan   could  not  be  restored  under  the  prevailing  conditions,   be- 
cause Japanese   industry  was  not    getting  the  raw  materials  it  needed  to  produce   a 
surplus   of  export   goods  to  pay  for  the  required  food  imports. 

The  inability  of  the  Japanese  government  to  reestablish  the    country's  economy 
on  a  sound  basis  led  to  a  change   in  policy  in  the  United  States  towards  Japan.,      In 
19^-8  the  United  States  government   granted  money  to   provide  raw  materials  for  Japanese 
industry.     With  this  assistance  Japanese  industrial   production   steadily  increased, 
and  Japanese  exports   in  191+9  more  than   doubled  those   of  191+6 ,      Japanese   imports 
show. an  equal  expansion. 

As  a  further   step  towards  economic   stability   the  Japanese  government  was 
directed  by  S.CA.P.   to  balance  its  budget   by  cutting  expenditures  and  expanding 
revenue.     With  the   assistance  of  America",   advisers  the  tax   system  was  revised  and 
the  value   of  the  Yen    stabilised.      State   enonom":jc;  have   resulted  in  a  balanced  bud- 
get,  but   those  who  have  beer,  thrown  out   of  vork   by  government    cuts  are  not  pleased 
with  the  methods  used,     Taxes  have  been   increased  but   food  collections  ace  more 
effective,    and  consumer  prices  have   declined    so  that    conditions  for  the  wage  earner 
in  employ  are   improved. 

The   dismantling  of  industrial  plants  has  now   beer,    stopped  in  order  to  give 
Japanese   industry  a  fuller  opportunity  to  make  the  country   self-supporting 

Perhaps  the  biggest   question  in  Japan  today  is  what    car,  be   done  about  the 
fast -growing  population?     During  the  past   four  years  the  population  has   grown  by 
9^- million.     At  the  present   rate   of   growth  there  will    be   300  million  Japanese  by 
1970.     As  long  as  emigration  is  denied  them  it    is   clear  that  to  avoid. starvation 
Japan  must   grow  more  food  and   increase  her   expori    and   import   trade       Unfortunately 
only  l6  per   cent   of  Japan's  land  area  can  be   cultivated;   the   rest   is  mountains  and 
forests.      Food  production   can  therefore   be  raised  by   only  a   small  amou  rt        The 
burden  must  therefore   fall  on  Japanese   industry. 
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The  question  arises   -   can  Japan  find  a  market   for  increased  exports?     Observers 
point   out  that  Japan  has  lost  textile  markets  in  India  and  Latin  American  countries 
which  have  developed  textile  industries  of  their  own       Some   countries  are 
reluctant  to  trade  with  an  ex-enemy  country.      Communist   control   of  China  and  North 
Korea  is  blocking  trade  between  Japan  and  those   countries.      Optimists  regard 
these  and  other  obstacles  as  temporary  conditions  which  will  change   in  favour  of 
Japan  when  world  conditions  improve.     For  Japan  this  must  mean  an  end  of 
occupation  and  a  peace  treaty  with  the.Allies.     Freedom  and  independence,   provided 
the  Western  Powers  can  be  assured  that  Japan  will  not.   wage  war  against  them,   may 
be  the  best   incentive  to  the  Japanese  to  find   solutions  to  their  problems. 

CHINA 

Now  that  the  dust  of  battle  has  settled  on  the  mainland  of  China  we  can  plainly  see 
the  positions  of  the  Communist  and  the  Nationalist  forces.  The  former  have  over- 
run the  mainland  of  China  driving  the  Nationalist  forces  011  to  the  islands  of 
Hainan  and  Formosa.  Chang  Kai  Shek,  once  the  hope  of  the  Chinese  people,  is  now 
making  a  last  stand  on  Formosa.  The  Nationalist  government  has  been  swept  aside 
and  in  its  place  is  the .Chinese  Communist  government  at  Peking,  headed  by  Mao 
Tse  -  tung. 

Since  December  19^-7  the  Communist  armies  led  by  Chu  Teh  have  steadily  rolled 
back  the  Nationalist  forces.  The  whole  of  Manchuria  was  gained  by  October  19^8. 
Next  Peking  and  Shantung  province  were  overrun,  Crossing  the  Yangtze  in  19^9 
the  Communists  took  Nanking,  Shanghai,  Hankow  and  Canton;  and  early  in  January 
1950  the  Nationalist  forces  withdrew  to.  the  islands  of  Hainan  and  Formosa, 
marking  the  eclipse  of  the  Kuomintang. 

The  hew  government  has  taken  over  a  heavy  responsibility  in  China.  The 
common  man  who  has  supported  the  Communist  cause  will  certainly  expect  an  improved 
standard  of  living.  But  it  will  take  time  to  reorganize  China's  huge  population 
and  put  the  country's,  economy  on  its  feet  after  the  years  of  invasion,  occupation 
and  civil  war . 

The  economy  of  China  has  steadily  deterioriated  since  19^5-   Inflation  has 
sent  prices  of  commodities  soaring  sky  high  so  that  shopping  involves  millions 
of  dollars.   The  black  market  has  flourished  for  lack  of  government  control. 
Commerce  has  been  brought  to  a  standsti  T 1  bv  the  civil  war.  Railways  that  have 
not  been  destroyed  have  been  clogged  by  troop  movements.  The  new  government 
must  take  over  these  problems  and  find  solutions  where  the.  Nationalists  failed, 

The  full  story  of  the  failure  of  the  Kuomintang  has  not  yet  been  told. 
Lieutenant  General  Wedermeyers  of  the  United  States  was  sent  to  China  in  lQk'J 
to  make  a  survey  of  China's  troubles.  His  Report  written  in  19^7  has  now  been 
released,  and  the  United  States  government  has  issued  a  White  Paper  or.  China  in 
which  an  account  of  the  United  States  dealings  with  China  is  given,. 

The  Communists  have  succeeded  because  they  have  taken  full  advantage  of  the 
plight  in  which  China  found  herself  in  19^5 •   Where  the  Kuomintang  did  nothing, 
the  Communists  brought  in  a  land  reform,  which  has  given  millions  of  Chinese  a 
stake  in  the  new  order,  and  they  hold  out  a  bright  future  to  all  those  prepared 
to  work  for  it.   Because  of  their  great  confidence  in  the  new  China,  Communists 
have  won  over  many  converts.  They  have  a]  so  used  many  ingenious  propaganda 
tecchniques  to  spread  the  gospel  of  Communism,   Since  the  Chinese  have  never  known 
democracy  as  it  is  practised  in  Canada,  many  people  in  China  are  prepared  to 
accept  Communism  and  what  it  stands  for  as  the  price  they  must  pay  for  thei 
salvation  from  the  present  muddle   Moreover,  democracy  has  been  discredited  by 
American  aid  to  the  unpopular  Nationalist  govemme  it. 
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The   governments  of  India,  Britain  and  other  European  and  Asian  countries 
have   already  recognized  the  Communist   government  at  Peking.     Canada  and  the 
United  States  have  not  yet  done   so.     China,   as  this  article  is  being  written, 
is  still  represented  at  the  United  Nations  by  members  appointed  by  the 
Nationalist   government . 

The  defeat  of  Chiang's  government,  which  has  been  strongly  supported  by 
the  United  States  now  leaves   its   supporter  in  a  predicament.      Should  the  United 
States  continue  to  aid  the  defeated  Nationalists  beleaguered  on  Formosa  and 
risk  the  possibility  of  a  war  with  Communist  China  or   should  it   repudiate 
Chiang,   leaving  him  to  make  his  peace  with  the  new  Chinese  government?     Military 
strategists  point   out  Formosa's  value  as  an  air   and   naval  base,   and  argue  that 
it   should  not  be  allowed  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  possible  enemy.     Those 
who  are  more   concerned  with  the   immediate   political   situation  in  China  are  in- 
clined to   consider  that  further  economic  or  military  aid  to  Chiang  would  do 
more  harm  than  good.     Chiang's  legal  position  in  Formosa  is  weak.      Since  Formosa 
now  is  part  of  the  Republic  of  China  the  Communist  government   can  claim  full 
authority  over  the   island. 
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TITOISM 


In  July  1Q^8  the  quarrel  between  the   Soviet  union  and  Yugoslavia  came 
to  a  climax  in  the   open  charges  which  Stalin  laid  against  Tito.      Speaking  for  the 
Cominform,  the  Kremlin- controlled  international  communist  organization,    Stalin 
warned  Tito   against   straying  from  the  path   of   communism  and  ignoring  Moscow 
directions.     Tito  replied  very  firmly  that  he  remained  a  true   communist ,    and 
moreover  he  did  not    intend  to  stand  for   any  interference   in  Yugoslavian  affairs 
from  Moscow.     Tito's  defiance   of  the  Kremlin  produced  a  new  word  in  world 
affairs   -  Titoism,     The  term  sums  up  the  national   communism  in  which  Tito 
believes  as  opposed  to  the   international  communism  for  which  the  Cominform 
stands.     The   implications   of  this  breach  have  produced  considerable   stir  in 
diplomatic   circles   and  have   added  an   important    issue  in  the  East   -  West   struggle 
which  now   grips  the  world.' 

The  trouble   started  early  in  19^-8  when  Tito  became  the  active  leader  of  a 
movement  the  purpose  of  which  was  to  establish  a  Balkan  federation  of  Yugoslavia, 
Albania  and  Bulgaria.      Russia  had  other  plans   for  these   countries.      Stalin  would 
have  liked  to  incorporate  them   into  the  U.S.S.R.    as   Soviet  Republics.      If  the 
time  was  not   ripe  for  this  move,   Stalin   certainly  did  not  want   a  strong, 
independent   federation  outside  the  Soviet  Union.     The  leaders  of  Bulgaria  and 
Albania  were   scolded  by  the  Cominform,    and  were  persuaded  to  close  their  ears  to 
Tito's  proposals.   Russian  disfavor  was  further   stirred  up  by  Yugoslavia's  protest 
that   since  Russia  was  not   delivering  the   goods  and  machinery  needed  for 
Yugoslavia's   five-year  plan,  Yugoslavia  would  have  to  look  to  the  United  States 
for  assistance.      If  Stalin  needed  further   proof  that  Tito  was  not   prepared  to 
take  orders  from  Moscow,   he   got   it  when  the  two  pro-Russian  Ministers   in  Tito's 
cabinet  were   fired  and  imprisoned  in  April  19*4-8.     The   climax  was   reached  in  June 
when  Yugoslavia  refused  to  attend  the  Cominform  meeting  at  Bucharest   called  to 
discuss  Moscow's  charges  against  Yugoslavia. 

The  Tito-Stalin  conflict  must  be   somewhat   embarrassing  for  Stalin  apart  from 
the  blow  to  his  prestige,   because  Tito  is  merely  following  a  principle   established 
by  Stalin  earlier  in  his  career.     When  Lenin  organized  the  third  International 
in  1919  he  made  Moscow  the   international  capital   of   communism.     From  this   centre 
a  world  revolution  was  to  destroy  capitalism  and  bring  about  a  classless   society 
free  from  exploitation.     When  Stalin  took  the  helm  from  Lenin   and  after  Trotsky 
had  been  expelled  in  1927  Stalin  turned  away  from  world  revolution  and  devoted 
all  of  this   energy  to  the  task  of  making  Russia  a  communist   stronghold  and  an 
example  to  the  rest   of  the  world.      In  other  words  Stalin  became   a  nationalist   and 
set   the  pattern  for  national  communism,      During  World  War  II  when  Russia  was 
fighting  for   survival   against  Hitler,   nationalism  was   intensified. 

The   international   communist   organization  was  re-established  under  the  name 
of  the  Cominform  after   peace  was  restored,    and  Russia  became   once  more  the 
fatherland  of  world  communism.     But   to  Tito  the  voice   of  the  Cominform  was  the 
voice  of  Stalin       The  Cominform  was  being  used  to   serve  the   interests  of  the 
U.S.S.R,      It  would,  seem  that  Stalin  does  not  disapprove   of  nationalism   so  long 
as   it   is  the   national!  sm  of  his   choosing;   but   he   dislikes  Tito's  nationalism  in 
spite   of  the   fact  that   it   is  communistic,   because  it  does  not  fit  the  Kremlin 
pattern , 

What  has  been  the   effect    of  this   quarrel  on  Yugoslavia?     In  the  first  place 
it  has   enhanced  the  power-  of  Tito   at  home,     He   is  a  national  hero  *     This  republic 
of   six   small   countries..    Serbia,   Croatia,   Slovenia,   Macedonia,   Montenegro  and 
Bosnia  is  mov~e   solidly  united  than  before.     Tito   could  not  have  retained  the 
confidence   of  his  people  had  he  yielded  to   the  demands  of  Stalin  and  nationalized 
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the  land.     The  peasants  of  Yugoslavia  prefer  private  ownership  and  are  vigorously- 
opposed  to  collective  farming  as  practised  in  the  Soviet  Union.      Secondly, 
Yugoslavia,   having  withdrawn  from  the    support   of  Russia,   is  now   able  to  get  from 
the  United  States  the  economic  aid  in  the  form  of  heavy  machinery,    cash  loans,    and 
trade   agreements   she  requires  to   carry  out  her  five-year  plan.     Thirdly,  Yugoslavia 
remains  a  communist   country. 

The  Government   of  Yugoslavia 

The  Yugoslav   constitution  of  19^6  is  modelled  on  that  of  the  U.S.S.R.     The 
Federal  People's  Republic  of  Yugoslavia  comprises  the   six  republics   of  Serbia, 
Croatia,   Slovenia,  Macedonia,  Montenegro  and  Bosnia.     The  legislative  body  known 
as  the  People's  Assembly  is  composed  of  two  houses,   the  Federal  Council  and  the 
Council  of  Nationalities.     A  powerful   cabinet   of  Communist  leaders  controls    the 
affairs  of  Yugoslavia.     Tremendous  power  is  retained  in  the  hands  of  Tito  who  as 
Premier,  Minister  of  National  Defence,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Yugoslav  army, 
head  of  the  People's  Front   and. Secretary  General  of  the  Communist  Party   is  a 
virtual  military  dictator. 
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CURRENT  AFFAIRS 

The   items  listed  below  bring  up-to-date  the   information  on  pages  1 
Classroom  Bulletin  on  Social  Studies  No.   20. 
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The  Federal  Cabinet  -  January,  1950 


Et.  Hon.  L.S.  St.  Laurent,  K.C., 

Et .  Hon.  C  .D.  Howe, 
Et.  Hon.  J.G.  Gardiner, 
Hon.  Humphrey  Mitchell, 
Hon.  Alphonse  Fournier,  K.C., 
Hon.  Brooke  Claxton,  K.C., 
Hon  .  Paul  Martin ,  K  .C  . , 
Hon.  Douglas  Abbott, 
Hon.  J.J.  McCann,  M.D., 

Hon.  G.F.  Bradley, 
Hon.  Lionel  Chevrier, 
Hon.  Stuart  S.  Garson, 
Hon.  Milton  F.  Gregg,  V  .C  . 
Hon .  H .  Lapointe , 
Hon.  L.B.  Pearson, 
Hon  .  R.W .  Mayhew , 
Hon.  G.E.  Einfret, 
Hon.  E.H.  Winters, 

Hon.  Walter  Harris, 


Prime  Minister  and  President  of  the 
Privy  Council. 

Minister  of  Trade  and  Commerce. 

Minister  of  Agriculture. 

Minister  of  Labour. 

Minister  of  Public  Works. 

Minister  of  National  Defence. 

Minister  of  Health  and  Welfare. 

Minister  of  Finance. 

Minister  of  National  Eevenue  and 
Minister  of  Mines  and  Technical 
Surveys . 

Secretary  of  State. 

Minister  of  Transport . 

Minister  of  Justice . 

Minister  of  Veterans  Affairs. 

Solicitor  General  of  Canada. 

Secretary  of  State  for  External  Affairs 

Minister  of  Fisheries. 

Postmaster  General . 

Minister  of  Resources  and 
Development . 

Minister  of  Citizenship  and 
Immigration. 


Hon.  J. A.  MacKinnon, 


Minister  without  Portfolio 


-  22  - 


NEWFOUNDLAND 

Premier  J  .E  .  Smallwood 
elected  I9U9 


Liberal  Government 


UNITED  KINGDOM   (Election,  February  1950.) 
Prime  Minister 
Foreign  Minister 


Clement  Attlee 
Ernest  Bevin 


FRANCE 


Premier 


Georges  Bidault 


AUSTRALIA 


Premier 


R.G.  Menzies 


INDIA 


President 
Premier 


Dr.  Rajendra  Prasad 
Pandit  J .  Nehru 


NEW  ZEALAND 


Premier 


S.G.  Holland 


PAKISTAN 


Prime  Minister 


Liagnet  Ali  Khan 


SWITZERLAND 


President 


M.E.  Petitpierre 


CEYLON 


Prime  Minister 


M .  Senanayake 
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UNITED  STATES  OF   INDONESIA 


President 


Dr .    Sukarno 


CHINA 


(Communist  Government) 


Leader  of  Chinese  Communist  Party- 
Premier  and  Foreign  Minister 


Mao-Tse-tung 
Chou-En-lai 


WESTEEN  GERMANY   -  Federal  Republic 
President 
Chancellor 


Theodor  Heuss 

Dr .   Konrad  Adenauer 


ALBERTA 


^tuA2-Tvo^»v^  —       Governor - 


Hon.   J.J.   Bowlen 
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OBSERVATIONS  ON  STUDENTS'  WORK  ON  THE  SOCIAL  STUDIES  3  DEPARTMENTAL  EXAMINATION,  19^9 

Each  year  the  markers  of  the  Grade  XII  examinations  make  a  brief 
analysis  of  common,  errors  appearing  on  the  examination,  papers ,  and  submii     '"    the 
form  of  a  report  to  the  Department  of  Education.  This  report  is  published  in  the 
A.T.A.  magazine.  For  the  benefit  of  Social  Studies  3  teachers  and  students  that 
section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  Social  Studies  3  paper,  together  with  a 
few  observations,  are  included  in  this  Classroom  Bulletin . 

Common  Errors 

The  errors  selected  for  special  comment  in  the  report  may  be  grouped 
under  three  headings:  - 


1.   English 


2 .  Geography 

3.  Terms 

Recommendations 


While  the  standard  of  the  English  leaves  much  to  be  desired, 
it  was  at  its  highest  in  the  essay  question,  which,  as 
students  know,  is  marked  for  English  as  well  as  for  Social 
Studies  substance,  and  lower  in  the  short  answer  questions. 
Marks  are  frequently  lost  by  reason  of  imcomplete  answers 
some  of  which  suggest  that  the  student  knew  the  complete 
answer  but  failed  to  write  it  down  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  students'  knowledge  of  geography  was  insufficient  in 
certain  respects,  apparent  in  the  answers  to  map  questions. 

Difficult  terms,  particularly  those  associated  with 
government,  such  as  "responsible  government",  "national 
sovereignty"  and  "autonomy",  were  not  completely  understood. 


The  very  fact  that  there  are  two  standards  of  English   one  for  the 
essay  and  one  for  the  short  answers'-  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  error  lies 
in  carelessness  due  possibly  to  haste  rather  than  to  a  defective  knowledge  of 
English.  That  the  time  limit  is  an.  important  factor  cannot  be  denied,  but  it  must 
be  remembered  that  where  the  question  calls  for  a  complete  but  concise  answer,  some 
time  and  thought  must  be  given  to  the  correct  wording  of  the  answer. 


EXAMPLE: 
Question 

Poor  Answer 
Good  Answer 


"Give  the  French  viewpoint  on  the  question  of  control  of  the  Ruhr." 

"The  French  are  afraid  of  the  Germans." 

"France  has  been  invaded  by  the  Germans  twice  in  this  century. 
The  French  do  not  want  the  Ruhr  to  become  an  arsenal,  for  another 
invasion." 


The  wording  of  the  question,  and  the  amouu+-  of  space  provided  foi    the 
written  answer  give  the  cue  for  the  type  of  answer  and  the  amount  of  detail  expected, 
Avoid  the  use  of  slang. 


The  geography  in  the  Social  Studies  3  course  consists  chiefly  of  a 
wide  survey  of  the  globe  and  the  world  map.  A  detailed  account  of  the  geographical 
knowledge  expected  of  the  student  of  this  course  is  giver  or.1  pages  28  30,  Clas- 
room  Bulletin  on  Social  Studies  No.  1^.   Perhaps  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  think 
of  Social  Studies  3  as  the  culmination  of  six  year  of  Social..  Studies  bringing  with 
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it  an  accumulation  of  geographical  knowledge  and  map  reading.  This  broad 
geographical  background  coupled  with  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  map  location 
of  the  countries,  areas,  important  cities  and  towns  mentioned  in  the  news  or 
referred  to  in  the  course,  a  good  system  of  note-taking,  and  a  careful  review  in 
preparation  for  the  examinations  are  all  that  is  required  for  this  part  of  the  work. 

There  are  many  ways  of  testing  one's  geographical  knowledge.  One 
worth  trying  is  to  listen  to  the  news  broadcast  and  visualize  the  map  location  of 
the  important  places  mentioned.  It  is  possible  that  in  one  broadcast  reference  may 
be  made  to  a  meeting  in  Bangkok,  Chinese  troops  in  Formosa  and  a  political  speech 
in  Birmingham.  If  in  the  mind's  eye  one  sees  Bangkok  in  southwest  Siam  (Thailand), 
Formosa  as  a  large  island  north  of  the  Philippines,  and  Birmingham  in  the  centre  of 
England  then  one  may  rest  assured  that  one's  knowledge  of  geography  is  reaching 
the  level  required  by  the  Social  Studies  3  examination.  On  the  other  hand  if  there 
is  doubt  the  remedy  is  more  studious  map  work  and  closer  attention  to  every 
important  location  referred  to  in  the  classroom,  in  the  newspaper  and  over  the  radio, 

Although  social  studies  covers  a  broad  area  of  subject  matter  in  which 
one  meets  such  strange  and  confusing  terms  as  rationalization  and  nationalization, 
nevertheless  modern  textbook  writers  are  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  they 
present  and  are  constantly  using  new  and  interesting  devices  to  assist  the  student 
to  understand  and  to  remember  them.  New  terms  are  frequently  explained  in  simple 
language  often  aided  by  diagrams;  and  at  the  end  of  the  chapter  they  are  usually 
listed  as  a  further  reminder  that  these  terms  must  be  fully  understood.   School 
magazines  such  as  World  Affairs  and  Senior  Scholastic  often  devote  the  corner  of  a 
page  to  these  troublesome  terms.   Careful  attention  to  these  many  learning  devices 
and  to  others  used  in  the  classroom  will  enable  the  student  to  understand  the 
terms  he  meets  in  his  reading  and  incidently  in  the  Social  Studies  examination  paper. 
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